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SCHOOLS — SOAP FOR STUDENTS 

538. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education: 

I refer to the minister’s statement in this house on 9 June in which she said that she expected all schools to 
provide soap for children according to the Department of Health swine flu guidelines. 

(1) What steps has the minister taken since making that statement to ensure that soap is available in all 
schools? 

(2) Does the minister know what percentage of schools are yet to provide soap to students? 

(3) Given that swine flu has now been declared a level 6 pandemic, will the Department of Education and 
Training contract to provide soap foam dispensers and disposable hand towels to all schools 
immediately; and, if not, why not?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

I thank the member for Midland for the question.  

(1)-(3) This is a very serious issue that is being monitored on a daily basis by health authorities and by schools 
to find out whether any students have contracted this flu. After the question was asked last week by the 
member for Kwinana, I spoke once again to the department and asked staff in my office to follow up on 
the matter. There are 779 public schools in the state, and there is some work being done to get the 
information asked for by the member for Kwinana about the number of schools that are providing soap 
and those that are not providing soap. I have not yet got the results—it takes some time to collate that 
information. It is the responsibility of each school to provide soap — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It is the responsibility of all schools to provide soap from the budgets they are provided 
with. We are following up to see whether that is happening, and I have asked for it to be seen as — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You’ve done nothing. You’ve done nothing since last week. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: That is not true, member for Midland. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You’re finding out who’s providing soap. What have you done to ensure that it is provided? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland!  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It is up to each of the 779 schools in the state to provide proper washing materials for 
students in the bathrooms in schools. A directive was sent by the director general when this epidemic was 
brought to public notice, and we are continuing to monitor that situation. 
 


